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Jeff Payne, TV Writer/Producer
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Television Prcxluction

DA1E:

September 14, 1994

RE:

Founders Day Video

~

I have been assigned to produce a video program to open the 1995 Founders Day
festivities. This request is from David Mathis, the Director of Publications. David has
asked that we produce a 6-8 minute video that conjures up the mood and images of not only
the legacy of Illinois State but to also the richness of the University's history.

David suggested that I contact you to request your help in this project I am seeking your
input for ideas, suggestions, and your thoughts of ways we might convey this message. I
would also like to tap in to your expertise of research materials and knowledge about the
history of the University.
Since the program will be somewhat short I don't think we can produce a complete history
from 1857 to 1995 and do this "time period" justice. I would like your help in finding a
moment, time or event that we could concentrate on that would be an appropriate topic for
setting the mood for Founders Day.
Some ideas we've discussed are: 1) Look at the founding of the University, who was
involved. Why and how did the University get started. 2) Concentrate on the people
involved, Fell, Lincoln etc. 3) Look at the founding from the student point of view, from
the faculty's point of view, administrator's point of view, etc.
We want to produce this program as visually interesting as possible. If you have any
suggestions, comments, ideas, stories or research for this program that you are willing to
share, please contact me.
Thanks.

Equal Opportunity/Affinnotive Action University
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THE FOUNDING
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1

GRAPHIC:

Si x O'clock Monday Evening,
December 26, 1853 over BLACK

2

PHOTO#:

GROUP MEETING
NARRATOR (v.o . cont'd)
An educational convention was
called by thirty-two
educational men of the state.
They met in the Methodist
Church in Bloomington .

3

PHOTO#:

CU & PAN MEMBERS AT MEETING
NARRATOR (v.o . cont'd)
Teachers, superintendents,
school commissioners and
friends of education were
invited.

4

PHOTO#:

PAPERWORK OF INSTITUTE
NARRATOR (v . o. cont'd)
A permanent organization to be
known as the Illinois State
Teachers' Association, which
is now the Illinois Education
Association, was effected, a
constitution drawn up, and a
program for action agreed
upon.

1

5

VIDEO:

HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"These were serious men,
intent on implementing
resolutions not merely making
them; they were determined to
make the new organization
truly professional." They
immediately resolved to "raise
the standard of teaching and
to promote the greatest
diffusion of knowledge". They
began agitating the creation
of an independent office of
superintendent of public
instruction, the enactment of
a free school law and the
establishment of a normal
school to train teachers.

6

PHOTO#:

COMMITTEE DRAFTING LEGISLATION
NARRATOR (v . o. cont'd)
A committee was appointed to
memorialize the Legislature on
these school matters.

7

PHOTO#:

MEMBER ADDRESSING LEGISLATURE
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
They sent a draft to the
legislature asking "the
honorable body to make
conditional ventures in the
way of aiding in erecting
suitable buildings and
furnishing a permanent
endowment to citizens of any
town or towns who may be
desirous of having a normal
school erected in their mist"

2

8

VIDEO:

HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"There was some disagreement
about establishing a separate
normal school. Those who
attended the meeting were
hopeful that the group would
go along with a plan for an
industrial university with a
normal department. Professor
Jonathan Turner, of Peoria's
Illinois Industrial League,
had for years wanted Congress
to appropriate land grants to
fund state agriculture and
industrial Universities. His
plan in addition to the
agriculture and mechanical
departments, envisaged liberal
arts, and a normal school
which would furnish annually a
corps of skillful teachers.
The Industrial League, which
was set up to develop ways to
secure adaquate educational
institutions for industrial
classes, was in favor of
common school education and
the normal department, but
advocates of the Agriculture
University would not
compromise with those desiring
normal education in the
proposed school. The battle
had begun as both factions
built their hopes on partaking
of the special seminary funds
and federal land grants set
aside for extending formal
learning."

3

9

GRAPHIC:

10

PHOTO:#

December 20,1856 ,
CHICAGO MEETING OF ISTA
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The newly formed Illinois
State Teachers Association,
met in Chicago.
This meeting
was called to take action in
meeting the crucial need for
teachers and to influence the
normal school movement of
training and certifying
teachers

12

PHOTO:#

HOVEY
NARRATOR (v . o. cont'd)
Charles E. Hovey, president of
the Association, who had
migrated from Massachusetts in
1854 to be the Principal of
the Peoria Boys Stock School,
presided.

13

PHOTO:#

GROUPS MEETING
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The morning and afternoon
sessions were given over to
reports and recommendations
about the normal school
movement.

14

PHOTO:#

SPEAKER IN FRONT OF GROUP
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The evening sessions were
devoted to inspirational
addresses.
DISSOLVE TO:

4

15

VIDEO:

IEA HISTORIAN
HISTORIAN
"The first evening Principal
William H. Wells of the
Chicago Public Schools spoke
on "The Science of Teaching".
The second evening Dr. Henry
Barnard addressed the three
hundred or so present on "The
Duty of the State in Regard to
Education".

16

PHOTO:#

GROUP MEETING/ RESOLUTION
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The next morning a resolution
was proposed urging that
Illinois no longer delay "the
immediate establishment of the
state normal school for the
education of teachers".

17

PHOTO:#

NEWTON BATEMAN RADING LETTER
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Newton Bateman rose to his
feet during the discussion to
read a letter from Jonathon
Turner.
CHARACTER READ
"The Industrial League will
cooperate on any plan the
Teachers Instutute might
devise, provided that the
school is effectively
separated from such partisan
political control as would
make it a curse instead of a
blessing to the State."

5

17

PHOTO:#

COMMITTEE/
NARRATOR (v . o . cont'd)
No longer would the two
factions be working for cross
purposes and with enthusiasm a
committee was appointed to
secure the necessary
legislation.

18

PHOTO:#

HOVEY/WRIGHT/WILKINS/W.H.POWELL
NARRATOR (v . o. cont'd)
Charles Hovey, President and
Simeon Wright, President-elect
of the Association were
immediately named . Daniel
Wilkins, Principal of the
Female Institute of
Bloomington, and William H.
Powell, the newly elected
state superintendent were also
selected.
DISSOLVE TO:

18

VIDEO:

IEA HISTORIAN
IEA HISTORIAN
"The session ended on a note
of gayety and achievement.
Over five hundred persons
attended the banquet at the
Tremont House.
Chicago's
popular principal, William
Wells, presided and the
toastmasters, E.D. Osband of
Chicago and Charles Hovey sat
at opposite ends of the long
speakers table. There was wit,
good humor, and fellowship.
There were toasts to the "Old
Fashion School", "Graded
Schools", "The Press", "The
Railroads", "The Ladies of the
State Teachers Association".
and lastly to "Our Future
Normal School-the Crowning Act
of Our Ne x t Legislature . "
DISSOLVE TO:

6

19

PHOTO:#

STATE LEGISLATURE
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
When the legislature assembled
the next week in Springfield,

20

PHOTO:#

SAMUEL MOULTON
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
the Hon. Samuel W. Moulton,

21

ARTIFACT:

THE NORMAL SCHOOL EDUCATION BILL
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
took over the management of
the Normal School bill in the
House.
DISSOLVE TO:

22

VIDEO:

IEA HISTORIAN
IEA HISTORIAN
"Several "friends of
education" assured the
economy-minded legislators
that the training school would
not cost the taxpayers a cent
because the building would be
constructed from the
subscriptions raised by the
city which was successful in
the competition for the
location. They also believed
that the revenue from the
Seminary and College fund
would be adequate for the
maintenance of the building."
DISSOLVE TO:

23

PHOTO:#

NEWSPAPER CLIPPING OF EDITORIAL
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The press also came to the aid
of the cause.
The Illinois
State Journal on its editorial
page carried a letter entitled
Friend of the Public Schools,

7

24

SUPER:

QUOTE OVER NEWSPAPER CLIPPING
CHARACTER READ
"Instruction in the normal
school fits the mind for the
specific duties of the
teacher . . . It is as important
to a teacher as theology to a
preacher . Will Illinois be
behind in the encouragement of
learning? Will she neglect
this crowning act in the
liberal system she has just
established?"

25

PHOTO:#

ILLINOIS SENATE & HOUSE IN SESSION
NARRATOR (v . o. cont'd)
The bill easily passed the
Senate, 16 to 4 but it met
opposition in the House and
there the vote was 39 to 25
which was only one vote to
spare, 38 being the
constitutional majority then
required to pass a bill in the
House.

26

PHOTO:#

GOV. WILLIAM BISSELL
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
On February 18, 1857, Gov.
William Bissell, who had long
favored the creation of a
normal school signed the bill
and the first milestone was
reached.
DISSOLVE TO:

8
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GRAPHIC:

FERUARY 23, 1857 OVER BLACK
DISSOLVE TO:

27

VIDEO:

LOCAL HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"Scarcely was the ink dry on
Governor Bissell's signature
when competition for the
school began. Charles Hovey,
was a member of the Committee
on Location and his mission
was to secure the school for
Peoria."
DISSOLVE TO:

28

PHOTO:#

CHARLES HOVEY
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Hovey, who was also editor of
The Illinois Teacher commented
rather adroitly in it's
February issue.
DISSOLVE TO:

29

SUPER:

QUOTE OVER THE ILLINOIS TEACHER ARTICLE
CHARACTER READ
"If Peoria can furnish a
better building and better
schools for model schools than
her sister cities she expects
it, if not, most likely
Springfield, Bloomington, and
Jacksonville would compete for
it."
DISSOLVE TO:

9

30

PHOTO:#

JESSE FELL
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Jesse Fell ever alert to the
cultural and economic
advantages that a university
could afford to their
communities gathered together
several prominent Bloomington
businessmen.

31

PHOTO:#

BLOOMINGTON BUSINESSMEN
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
These men donated cash and
land for their bid for
securing the Normal School.
DISSOLVE TO:

32

VIDEO:

LOCAL HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"On May 4, 1857, the Board met
in Springfield and heard the
report of the committee for
location.
Sealed bids had
been received from Peoria,
Bloomington, and Washington.
However, it was decided not to
open the bids until another
inspection was made of the
proposed sites."
DISSOLVE TO:

33

PHOTO:#

SIMEON WRIGHT
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Simeon Wright was made the
agent of the Board to arrange
for an immediate junket of the
sites. A recess meeting was
called for 3 o'clock in Peoria
May 7, 1857, to make final
decision on the site.
DISSOLVE TO:

10

34

VIDEO

LOCAL HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"Meanwhile Jesse Fell's
friend, John Eberhart had
talked with a teacher in
Peoria and had learned the
amount of money Peoria had
raised for the location of the
school. Back in Bloomington,
he told Jesse what he had
heard. Eberhart and Fell
always thought of Peoria as "a
river town and whiskey town
and unfit for the location of
a normal school".
It was
decided that Eberhart should
go to Chicago and talk with
Board members relative to the
merits of the Bloomington
location while Fell should try
to raise more funds.
Fell
hitched up his horse "Old Tom"
to the buggy, took Eberhart to
the train station and started
for Peoria. He covered the 45
miles in time to attend a
citizens meeting about the
normal school. Hovey was
there and he recognized Fell
but was unsuspecting. There
was no secret about the Peoria
bid of $80,000 and the
citizens were confident that
no other county would equal
their bid."
DISSOLVE TO:

34

PHOTO:#

HORSE & BUGGY ON MUDDY ROAD
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
As Fell drove home that night,
he made plans for raising
Bloomington's bid. McLean
county citizens had already
pledged $50,000 in cash and
lands.

11

35

PHOTO:#

MCLEAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS /AJ MIRRIUM/M ILTON
SMITH/HIRUM BUCK
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The county commissioners -A.J.
Merriman of Bloomington,
Milton Smith of Pleasant Hill,
and Hirum Buck of LeRoy pledged that they would
appropriate from the swamp
lands fund an amount equal to
that subscribed by
individuals. This brought the
total BID to $100,000.
DISSOLVE TO:

36

VIDEO:

LOCAL HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"Jesse Fell believed an
additional $25,000 should be
raised by private
subscription, and that when
this sum was matched by the
County Commissioners, the
normal school would be
assured. So, he called a
meeting of Bloomington
businessmen. Fell explained
the bid situation. The
businessmen came through and
the Commissioners risked their
popularity and tenure in
office by matching the offer
and this brought the Mclean
County total to $141,000."
DISSOLVE TO:

12

37

GRAPHIC;

MAY 6, 1857

37

PHOTOS:#

WET, RAINY WEATHER/MUDDY ROADS/MUD PUDDLES
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The location committee was
scheduled to arrive in
Bloomington Wednesday morning.
It had been an unusually late
spring that year . There was a
hard rain on Monday and a
downpour early Wednesday
morning, but fortunately it
had stopped before the train
bringing the Board members
arrived. Still the weather was
unpleasant, raw, and cold;
water stood in puddles and the
mud was ankle deep and
slippery.

38

PHOTOS:#

E.J. LEWIS/ PASSENGERS GETTING OFF TRAIN
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
It had been decided that the
Editor of the Daily
Pantagraph. E.J. Lewis, and a
delegation of businessmen
would meet the train and be on
hand to extol the cultural and
healthful advantages of
Bloomington.

39

PHOTO:#

TRACTS OF LAND
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Six tracts of land had been
offered as possible sites for
the school.
It was decided to
inspect the sites east of town
first.
The streets had been
muddy, but the roads were
worse.
DISSOLVE TO:

13

40

VIDEO:

LOCAL HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"Crossing a slough two-and a
half miles east of town, which
is now near Eastland Mall, one
of the carriages became bogged
down in the mud .
In trying to
free the carriage the single
tree holding the horses was
broken, then the tongue
plunged into the wet ground
and snapped in two.
The
members had to wade out into
the mud up to their boot tops
and crowded into other
carriages.
The Committee
members were not complimentary
of what Bloomington's East
Side tracts had to offer . "
DISSOLVE TO:

41

PHOTO:#

PIKE HOUSE
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
After a complimentary luncheon
at the Pike House, the city's
finest hostelry,

42

PHOTO:#

THE RAILROAD JUNCTIONJUNTION
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
the party set out for the
Junction where the Illinois
Central and Chicago and Alton
Railroad line crossed north of
town.

43

PHOTO:#

CARAVAN OF CARRIAGES
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Fell lead the caravan of
carriages to the site .

14

44

PHOTOS:#

PIKE/ PAYNE/ PARKINSON FARM/ NORMAL TRACT
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Fell's own preference were the
tracts offered by Meshach Pike
and Joseph Payne. It was part
of the old Parkinson farm,
standing high above the slough
and the railroad. From a rise
in the ground on the North
end, the site sloped gently in
all directions.
DISSOLVE TO:

45

VIDEO:

LOCAL HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"Fell realized that the bare
prairie looked like a hopeless
swamp after the hard rains, so
the afternoon before he had
gone carefully over the
ground, locating the mud holes
and dry ridges and chartered a
course that would minimize the
dangers of being mired down in
the mud. On what seemed to
him to be an ideal spot, he
planted a flag atop a tall
pole. When the visitors left
the Pike House, Fell was
careful to ride in the first
carriage so as to direct the
driver over uncharted soggy
ground. On the threat of
"life and wages" the drivers
of the other carriages had
been told to follow
undeviantingly the course of
the first, and on no account
were the horses to be allowed
to mire down.
Local boosters
pointed with pride to Wesleyan
College's lone building a mile
to the south, the cultural
advantages of a normal school
in a college town, and the
easy access to the Illinois
Central and the Chicago Alton
railroads."
DISSOLVE TO:

15
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PHOTO:#

COLD, WET NORMAL SITE/ MEN IN CARRIAGES
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Despite the cold and dampness
of the afternoon, the visitors
conceded the site had
possibilities.

47

PHOTOS:#

MEN BOARDING TRAIN/ FELL/SWETT/LEWIS
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The next morning Fell,
Attorney Leonard Swett, and
Editor Lewis accompanied the
Location Committee to Peoria.

48

PHOTOS : #

PEORIA SITE/PEORIA HOUSE/COURT HOUSE
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
After inspecting the Peoria
sites, and having lunch at the
Peoria House, the Board
assembled in the County Court
House.

49

PHOTO:#

NINIAN EDWARDS/ BOARD/W.H.POWELL./WRIGHT
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
At three o'clock Ninian
Edwards took the chair,
eleven of the fifteen members
were present and as soon as
W.H. Powell, Secretary e x officio, was ready, Simeon
Wright presented the bids.

50

PHOTO:#

SIMEON WRIGHT READING BIDS BEFORE BOARD
CHARACTER READ
"Batavia offers $15,000 in
cash, a three story building
and a tract containing a
little over 20 acres.
Washington's bid is $20,000.
The county and city of Peoria
offers cash and land totaling
$80,00. The offer from Mclean
County in cash and land is
$141,525."
DISSOLVE TO:

16

51

VIDEO:

LOCAL HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"Charles Hovey could scarcely
believe what he heard.
Bloomington's bid e x ceeded
Peoria's by $61,000. Puzzled
looks were e x changed around
the room.
Daniel Wilkins, the
location committee member from
Bloomington, sat composed and
happy. After an awkward
pause, Wesley Sloan, Board
member from Golconda rose to
his feet and proposed "that
the Normal University be
located in the County of
McLean near Bloomington on the
160 acres of land which is to
be granted for the
construction of the school,
the location not to be final
however until the total amount
of the bid was fully
guaranteed."
DISSOLVE TO:

52

PHOTO:#

HOVEY
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Hovey immediately moved to
amend the motion:
CHARACTER READ
"If the swamp land
subscriptions are not
underwritten within sixty
days, the location will be
awarded to Peoria."

53

PHOTO:#

LEWIS AT TELEGRAPH OFFICE
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Lewis telegraphed home to the
Pantagraph: "Normal University
located at Bloomington by
unanimous choice."
DISSOLVE TO:

17

54

VIDEO:

LOCAL HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"Bloomington was elated and
when Wilkens, Fell, Lewis and
Attorney Swett returned home
they had no difficulty
securing guarantors. Eightyfive citizens pledged from
$500 dollars to $5,000 in cash
and that in the event of
default agreed to share losses
pro rata according to the sums
opposite their names."
DISSOLVE TO:

55

GRAPHIC:

MAY 15, 1857 OVER BLACK

55

PHOTOS:#

ABRAHAM LINCOLN/DOCUMENT
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Abraham Lincoln,
acting as an
attorney for the Board, drew
up the bond guaranteeing "that
citizens of Bloomington will
pay $14,000 on August 1, 1857,
$14,000 on November 1, 1857,
$14,000 on May 1 1858 and
$14,000 on August 1, 1858, to
assure erection of a building
on the McLean County
Subscription." The total
amount of the McLean County
Subscription was $214,000.
DISSOLVE TO:

18

57

GRAPHIC

JUNE, 1857 OVER BLACK

57

PHOTO:#

HORACE MANN
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The next order of business was
choosing a principal for the
Normal University. Jesse Fell
and his Bloomington supporters
had wanted Horace Mann, a
prominent educator from
Massachusetts, for the job.
So much in fact that they
guaranteed his salary through
subscriptions for five years.
DISSOLVE TO:

58

VIDEO:

IEA HISTORIAN
IEA HISTORIAN
"Fell and Eberhart polled the
Board and found over half of
the members were in agreement.
Mann insisted that there be
harmony in the Board and that
the call be unanimous as he
was too old to fight. About a
week before the meeting was to
be held in Bloomington
protests against Mann were
heard. A member of the Peoria
faction came to Eberhart and
warned him "that it was a
matter of political necessity
that an Illinoisan be named to
the position." He told
Eberhart "that since
Bloomington got the school
then Peoria should name the
principal and if you elect
Mann, we'll kill him."
DISSOLVE TO:

19

59

PHOTO:#

HORACE MANN
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
When Mann was informed of the
situation, he wired Eberhart,
asking "that he be no longer
be considered for the
principal of the Normal
University . "

60

PHOTOS:#

HOVEY/ EBERHART
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
After Horace Mann withdrew,
Charles Hovey was considered
the best available man for the
position and John Eberhart,
refused to let his name be
presented .
DISSOLVE TO:

61

VIDEO:

IEA HISTORIAN
IEA HISTORIAN
"Later that afternoon, on June
23, 1857,
Charles Hovey
informed the Board he would
accept the office of Principal
of the Normal University.
In
the three years that Charles
Hovey had been in Illinois he
had earned a reputation as a
teacher, an administrator, and
an editor, to which some of
his contemporaries would have
added politician."
DISSOLVE TO:

20

63

PHOTO:

HOVEY /GLAMOUR SHOT
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
When Hovey accepted the
principalship, he had just
turned 30, was striking in
appearance, tall and handsome,
with wavy dark chestnut hair,
and quick, piercing eyes. He
spoke with ease and he made
friends readily.
The new
principal took up his work
with high hopes and
determination.

64

PHOTO:

HOVEY
CHARACTER READ
"A Normal School signifies a
school where the principles of
teaching are taught, and where
the art of teaching is
exemplified in practice.
Education must be moral as
well as physical or
intellectual.
The heart must
be cared for as well as the
mind and body."

65

GRAPHIC:

AUGUST 22. 1857 OVER BLACK

65

PHOTO:#

ARCHITECTS AT SITE
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Architect, George Randall, and
the contractors, Soper and
Mortimer, and the building
committee of the Board came
out to select a spot for the
excavation.

66

PHOTO:#

JESSE FELL IN GROUP OF MEN
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Jesse Fell was also along. His
dream was coming true.

21

67

PHOTO:#

SITE BUILDING PLANS
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The new building was planned
to occupy the north end of
Joseph Payne's and Meshack
Pike's long, si x ty acre
cornfield out near the
Junction.

68

PHOTO:#

JESSE FELL DIGGING
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Late in the afternoon Jesse
Fell returned with a pick and
shovel and lifted the first
cubic yard of earth.

69

GRAPHIC:

SEPTEMBER 29, 1857 OVER BLACK

69

PHOTO:#

CORNERSTONE LAYING CEREMONY
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The cornerstone was laid in
the southeast corner of the
new building's foundation.
Principal Hovey promised that
the building would be
completed in a year.

70

PHOTO:#

LAYING IN TIME CAPSULE
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Fell was among those taking
part in the ceremony. He
deposited in the 12 by 12 by 6
inch time capsule a list of
contributors to the
institution and spoke briefly
to those assembled .

22

71

PHOTO:#

JESSE FELL
CHARACTER READ
"I can't stress enough the
importance of free public
education and the great need
of the state for teachers that
this institution will provide.
I hope that Illinois State
Normal University will develop
into an institution of wider
scope than an ordinary normal
school. I envision a
University with an
agricultural school and a
model farm as well as a model
school to educate those who
desire it."

72

GRAPHIC:

October 5, 1857 OVER BLACK

72

PHOTO:#

MAJORS HALL
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Normal University opened in
temporary housing in what was
called Majors Hall, a rented
third floor over a general
store at the corner of Front
and East Streets in downtown
Bloomington.

73

PHOTO:#

STUDENTS IN CLASS
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Principal Hovey reported that
by the end of the first week
43 students had enrolled.

23
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GRAPHIC:

74

PHOTO:#

DECEMBER, 1857
CONSTRUCTION OF OLD MAIN
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
In December of 1857, all
activity on the new building
stopped. A financial panic had
swept the nation.
DISSOLVE TO:

75

LOCAL HISTORIAN

VIDEO

LOCAL HISTORIAN
"The financial depression of
1857 was at hand. There were
numerous bank failures,
massive unemployment and no
market for land. The
contractors became weary when
the first payment of $14,000
could not be met and abandoned
the project. The matter
rested for two years and in
June of 1859 Principal Hovey
had managed to borrow enough
money on his own signature as
well as Fell's and Charles
Holder to take over the swamp
land and get construction
going again."
DISSOLVE TO:
GRAPHIC:

76

JUNE, 1860

PHOTO:#

FIRST GRADUATING CLASS
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
A year later on a warm June
afternoon a graduating class
of ten members held its
commencement in the assembly
room of the yet to be
completed new building.

24

77

PHOTO:#

OLD MAIN
NARRATOR (v . o . cont'd)
Here nourished by the state
and guided by wise hands and
devoted hearts, Illinois State
has continually increased in
influence and reputation. The
aspirations of the founding
fathers and their successors
have surely been fulfilled.
FADE TO BLACK

25

•
"THE FOUNDING"
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•

•

"THE FOUNDING"
FADE IN:
MUSIC CD#

TRACK

MONTAGE OF 1850'S IMAGES/ MAP OF ILLINOIS IN 1850
1

PHOTO:#
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
This was Illinois in the
1850's.

2.

•

PHOTOS:#

AG MONTAGE
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The Prairie State was headed
toward becoming the greatest
agriculture power in the
Union .

3

PHOTOS:#

BUILDING RAILROAD/GROUP OF MEN BUILDING
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
With the building of the
railroads, she began laying
the foundation for a grand
industrial commonwealth as
well ..

4

PHOTOS:#

INDUSTRIAL GROWTH/ EDUCATION/ DOWNTOWN SCENES
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
It was a time of dreams .. big
ideas, of hope and a vision
for the future.

6

PHOTO:#

GROUP OF FACULTY MEMBERS/ RURAL SCHOOLS

~

~

•

NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
In order to reach these lofty
ideals many believed a "proper
education" would be necessary.
~~: the scarcity of trained,
oted teachers was taking
i_____,,
t s toll.

I

1

•

7

PHOTO:#

CHILDREN WORKING IN FIELDS OR AT BUSINESS
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The Secretary of State
estimated in 1840 there were
at least 100,000 children in
Illinois who were not in
school. And over 28,000
adults could neither read nor
write.

8

VIDEO:

HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"Statistics on illiteracy
showed the real need for
teachers who could teach boys
and girls to read and write
and perform simple mathmatical
operations. Skills that would
help them as farmers,
storekeepers and housewives.
The traditional religious
curriculum with its emphasis
on theology, Latin, Greek and
higher mathematics drew the
ire of certain educators and
practical farmers. They
believed if the s t a t e ~ to
meet the challenges of
settling the fronti~ there
needed to be new educational
programs developed and a more
adequate way of preparing
teachers. They decided to take
action."

•

DISSOLVE TO:
8

GRAPHIC:

Six O'clock Monday Evening,
December 26, 1853 over BKG

9

PHOTO #:

INVITATION
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Thirty-two of the state's
educators issued a call for an
educational convention .

•
2

•

10

PHOTO#:

CU & PAN MEMBERS AT MEETING
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Teachers, superintendents,
school commissioners and
friends of education were all
invited.

11

PHOTO:#

BLOOMINGTON METHODIST CHURCH
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
They met in the Methodist
Church in Bloomington.

12

PHOTO#:

PAPERWORK OF INSTITUTE
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The Illinois State Teachers'
Association, which is now the
Illinois Education
Association, was formally
established.

•

DISSOLVE TO:
13

•

VIDEO:

HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"These were serious, dedicated
men, intent on implementing
resolutions not merely making
them;
They immediately
resolved to "raise the
standard of teaching and to
promote the greatest diffusion
of knowledge". They began
agitating the creation of an
independent office of
superintendent of public
instruction, the enactment of
a free school law and the
establishment of a normal
school to train teachers."
DISSOLVE TO:

3

•

14

PHOTO#:

COMMITTEE/ DRAFT OF LEGISLATION
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
A committee was appointed to
send a draft asking the
Legislature to make
conditional ventures to aid
communities that wanted to
establish a normal school for
teacher education.
DISSOLVE TO:

16

VIDEO:

HISTORIAN
HISTORIAN
"Also at the meeting was a
strong contingency of
educators who disagreed with
establishing a separate normal
school. They supported an
Industrial University with a
normal department."

•

DISSOLVE TO:
16a

PHOTO:#

TURNER
NARRATOR (v.o.cont'd)
Professor Jonathan Baldwin
Turner, of the Illinois
Industrial League, had
crusaded for years for a state
supported land-grant
University to educate the
agriculture and industrial
sectors.
DISSOLVE TO:

•
4

•

16b

VIDEO

LOCAL HISTORIAN
HISTORIAN
"When the isssue of the normal
school was raised, Turner
devised a plan of a wellrounded curriculum that would
include agriculture and
mechanical departments, a
liberal arts department, and a
normal department. He believed
this University would furnish
a corps of skillful teachers
who would in turn go through
all the towns and counties
teaching and lecturing in the
common schools. The Industrial
League, was in favor of common
school education and the
normal department, but
advocates of the "agriculture
only" University would not
compromise with those desiring
normal education in the
proposed school. You could
say the battle had begun as
both factions built their
hopes on partaking of the
state's special seminary funds
and federal land grants that
were set aside for extending
formal learning."

•

DISSOLVE TO:

•

17

GRAPHIC:

18

PHOTO:#

December 20,1856,
CHICAGO MEETING OF ISTA
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The newly formed Illinois
State Teachers Association
gathered in Chicago. A
convention had been called to
take action in meeting the
crucial need for teachers in
the state.
The purpose was to
promote the need for and the
development of a normal school
to train and certify teachers .

5

•

19

PHOTO:#

HOVEY
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Charles E. Hovey, president of
the Association, who had
migrated from Massachusetts in
1854 to be the Principal of
the Peoria Boys Stock School,
presided.

20

VIDEO:

IEA HISTORIAN

PHOTO:#

HISTORIAN
"Hovey, explained his reason
for the name "normal". He
stated the derivation of
"normal" is from the Latin
word originally being a square
or rule used by carpenters; as
applied to schools, it means a
pattern, model, or example. He
believed a normal school was a
school where the principals of
teaching are taught, and where
the art of teaching is
exemplified in practice."
DISSOLVE TO:
WILLIAM WELLS

•
21

NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
The first evening of the
convention, Principal William
H. Wells of the Chicago Public
Schools spoke on "The Science
of Teaching".
22

PHOTO:#

DR. BARNARD
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
The second evening, Dr. Henry
Barnard addressed the three
hundred or so present on "The
Duty of the State in Regard to
Education" .

•
6

•

23

PHOTO:#

GROUP MEETING/ RESOLUTION
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The next morning a resolution
was proposed urging that
Illinois no longer delay "the
immediate establishment of the
state normal school for the
education of teachers".

24

PHOTO:#

NEWTON BATEMAN READING LETTER
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Newton Bateman rose to his
feet during the discussion to
read a letter from Jonathon
Turner.
CHARACTER READ
"The Industrial League will
cooperate on any plan the
Teachers Instutute might
devise, provided that the
school is effectively
separated from such partisan
political control as would
make it a curse instead of a
blessing to the State."

•
25

VIDEO:

IEA HISTORIAN
HISTORIAN
"Turner's letter meant that no
longer would the two factions
be working at cross purposes.
With enthusiasm a committee
was appointed to obtain the
necessary legislation."

•
7

•

26

PHOTO:#

HOVEY/WRIGHT/WILKINS/W.H.POWELL
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Charles Hovey, President, and
Simeon Wright, President-elect
of the Association, were
immediately appointed to the
committee. Daniel Wilkins,
Principal of the Female
Institute of Bloomington, and
William H. Powell, the newly
elected state superintendent,
were also selected to serve.
DISSOLVE TO:

27

•

VIDEO:

IEA HISTORIAN
IEA HISTORIAN
"The session in Chicago ended
on a note of gayety and
achievement. Over five
hundred persons attended the
banquet at the Tremont House.
Chicago's popular principal,
William Wells, presided and
the toastmasters, E.D. Osband
of Chicago and Charles Hovey
sat at opposite ends of the
long speakers table. There was
wit, good humor, and
fellowship.
There were toasts
to the "Old Fashion School",
"Graded Schools", "The Press",
"The Railroads", "The Ladies
of the State Teachers
Association". and lastly to
"Our Future Normal School-the
Crowning Act of Our Next
Legislature."
DISSOLVE TO:

•
8

•

27a

GRAPHIC:

JANUARY, 1857

28

PHOTO:#

STATE LEGISLATURE
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
When the legislature assembled
the next week in Springfield,

29

PHOTO:#

SAMUEL MOULTON
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
the Hon. Samuel W. Moulton,
took over the management of
the Normal School bill in the
House.
DISSOLVE TO:

30

VIDEO:

IEA HISTORIAN
IEA HISTORIAN
"Several "friends of
education" assured the
economy-minded legislators
that the training school would
not cost the taxpayers a cent.
They proclaimed the building
would be constructed from the
subscriptions raised by the
city who was successful in the
competition for the location
of the school. They also
explained that the revenue
from the State's Seminary and
College fund would be adequate
for the maintenance of the
building."

•

DISSOLVE TO:
32

•

PHOTO:#

NEWSPAPER CLIPPING OF EDITORIAL
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The press also came to the aid
of the cause. The Illinois
State Journal in Springfield,
carried a letter on its
editorial page entitled Friend
of the Public Schools.
DISSOLVE TO:

9

•

33

SUPER:

QUOTE OVER NEWSPAPER CLIPPING
CHARACTER READ
"Instruction in the normal
school fits the mind for the
specific duties of the
teacher ... It is as important
to a teacher as theology to a
preacher. Will Illinois be
behind in the encouragement of
learning? Will she neglect
this crowning act in the
liberal system she has just
established?"
DISSOLVE TO:

35

PHOTO:#

•

GOV. WILLIAM BISSELL
ARTIFACT:THE NORMAL SCHOOL EDUCATION BILL
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
On February 18, 1857, Gov.
William Bissell, who had long
favored the creation of a
normal school, signed the bill
into law and the first
milestone was reached.
DISSOLVE TO:

36

GRAPHIC:

FERUARY 23, 1857 OVER BLACK
DISSOLVE TO:

37

DOCUMENT:

ILL EDUCATION BILL GOV. SIGNATURE
NARRATOR (v.o cont'd)
The ink had only been dry five
days on Governor Bissell's
signature when competition for
the school began.
DISSOLVE TO:

•
10

•

37a

VIDEO:

LOCAL HISTORIAN
HISTORIAN
"The act named fifteen men to
constitute a corporate body to
be known as the Board of
Education of the State of
Illinois. Commitees were set
up to attend to the matters of
location, course of study,
buildings and officers of the
school."
DISSOLVE TO:

38

PHOTO:#

CHARLES HOVEY
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Charles Hovey, who had been
named to the board, was a
member of the Committee on
Location, and his mission was
to secure the school for
Peoria.

•·
38a

DOCUMENT:

ILLINOIS TEACHER COVER
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
Hovey, who was also editor of
The Illinois Teacher commented
rather adroitly in it's
February issue.
DISSOLVE TO:

39

•

SUPER:

QUOTE OVER THE ILLINOIS TEACHER ARTICLE
CHARACTER READ
"If Peoria can furnish a
better building and better
schools for model schools than
her sister cities she expects
it, if not, most likely
Springfield, Bloomington, and
Jacksonville would compete for
it, II
DISSOLVE TO:

11

•

40

PHOTO:#

JESSE FELL
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Jesse Fell gathered together
several prominent Bloomington
businessmen.

41

PHOTO:#

BLOOMINGTON BUSINESSMEN
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
These men, ever alert to the
cultural and economic
advantages that a university
could offer, donated cash and
land in their bid for securing
the Normal School.
DISSOLVE TO:

•

41A

GRAPHIC:

MAY 4,

42

VIDEO:

LOCAL HISTORIAN

1857

LOCAL HISTORIAN
"The Board of Education met in
Springfield. Sealed bids had
been received from Peoria,
Bloomington, and Washington.
However, it was decided not to
open the bids until another
inspection was made of the
proposed sites."
DISSOLVE TO:
43

PHOTO:#

SIMEON WRIGHT
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Simeon Wright was made the
agent of the Board to arrange
for an immediate junket of the
sites.
DISSOLVE TO:

•
12

•

44

VIDEO

LOCAL HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"John Eberhart, a friend of
Jesse Fell, had talked with a
teacher at a meeting in
Peoria. Eberhart had learned
the amount of money Peoria had
bid for the location of the
school. When he got back to
Bloomington, he told Jesse
what he had heard. Eberhart
and Fell always thought of
Peoria as "a river town"
boasting "wild women and
whiskey" and most certainly
unfit for the location of a
normal school. They decided
that Eberhart should go to
Chicago and talk with Board
members about the merits of
the Bloomington location. Fell
knew he had to raise more
funds.
So he hitched up his
horse "Old Tom" to the buggy,
took Eberhart to the train
station, and started for
Peoria. He covered the 45
miles in time to attend a
citizens meeting that had been
called to discuss the normal
school. Hovey was there and
he recognized Fell but was
unsuspecting. There was no
secret about the Peoria bid of
$80,000 and the citizens were
confident that no other county
could equal their bid."

•

DISSOLVE TO:
45

•

PHOTO:#

HORSE & BUGGY ON MUDDY ROAD
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
As Fell drove home that night,
he made plans for raising
Bloomington's bid. McLean
county citizens had already
pledged $50,000 in cash and
lands. But more would be
needed.

13

•

46

PHOTO:#

MCLEAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS /AJ MIRRIUM/MILTON
SMITH/HIRUM BUCK
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
County commissioners A.J.
Merriman of Bloomington,
Milton Smith of Pleasant Hill,
and Hiram Buck of LeRoy
pledged that they would
appropriate from the swamp
land fund .. an amount equal to
that subscribed by individual
citizens.
This brought the
total bid to $100,000.
DISSOLVE TO:

47

•

VIDEO:

LOCAL HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"Jesse Fell believed an
additional $25,000 should be
raised by private subscription.
And then when this sum was
matched by the County
Commissioners, the normal school
would be assured. So, he called
a meeting of Bloomington
businessmen and explained the
bid situation.
The businessmen
came through and the
Commissioners risked their
popularity and tenure in office
by matching the offer. This
gesture brought the Mclean
County total bid to $141,000."
DISSOLVE TO:

•
14

•

48

GRAPHI C;

MAY 6, 1857 OVER BLACK

49

PHOTOS:#

WET, RAINY WEATHER/MUDDY ROADS/MUD PUDDLES
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The location committee was
scheduled to arrive in
Bloomington Wednesday morning.
It had been an unusually late
spring that year. There was a
hard rain on Monday and a
downpour early Wednesday, but
fortunately it had stopped
before the train bringing the
Board members arrived. Still
the weather was unpleasant,
raw, and cold; water stood in
puddles and the mud was ankle
deep and slippery .

•

50

PHOTOS:#

E.J . LEWIS/ PASSENGERS GETTING OFF TRAIN
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
It had been decided that the
Editor of the Daily
Pantagraph, E.J. Lewis, and a
delegation of businessmen
would meet the train and extol
the cultural and healthful
advantages of Bloomington.

51

PHOTO:#

TRACTS OF LAND
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Six tracts of land had been
offered as possible sites for
the school. The committee
inspected the sites east of
town first.
DISSOLVE TO:

•
15

•

52

VIDEO:

LOCAL HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"Crossing a slough two-and a
half miles east of town, which
is now near Eastland Mall, one
of the carriages became bogged
down in the mud.
In trying to
free the carriage the single
tree holding the horses broke.
Then the tongue plunged into
the wet ground and snapped in
two.
The members had to wade
in the mud up to their boot
tops and crowded into other
carriages.
The Committee
members were not too pleased."
DISSOLVE TO:

•

53

PHOTO:#

PIKE HOUSE
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
After a gratuitus luncheon at
the Pike House, the city's
finest hostelry,

54

PHOTO:#

THE RAILROAD JUNCTION
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
the party set out for the
Junction where the Illinois
Central and Chicago and Alton
Railroad line crossed north of
town.

55

PHOTO:#

CARAVAN OF CARRIAGES

•

NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Jesse Fell lead the caravan of
carriages to the site.

•

DISSOLVE TO:

16

•

57

VIDEO:

LOCAL HISTORIAN
"Fell realized that the bare
prairie looked like a hopeless
swamp after the hard rains, so
the afternoon before the
committees arrival, he
carefully walked over the
ground, locating the mud holes
and dry ridges and chartered a
course that would minimize the
dangers of being mired down in
the mud. On what seemed to
him to be an ideal spot, he
planted a flag atop a tall
pole. When the committee left
the Pike House, Fell was
careful to ride in the first
carriage so as to direct the
driver over uncharted soggy
ground. On the threat of
"life and wages" the drivers
of the other carriages had
been told "to follow the
course of the first, and on no
account were the horses to be
allowed to mire down". On the
way to North Bloomington,
local boosters pointed with
pride to Wesleyan College's
lone building.
They boasted
about the cultural advantages
of a normal school in a
college town, and displayed
the easy access to the
Illinois Central and the
Chicago Alton railroads."
DISSOLVE TO:

•

58

•

LOCAL HISTORIAN

PHOTO:#

COLD, WET NORMAL SITE/ MEN IN CARRIAGES
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Despite the cold and dampness
of the afternoon, the
committee conceded the site
had possibilities .

17

•

60

PHOTOS:#

PEORIA SITE/PEORIA HOUSE/COURT HOUSE
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The next morning, after
inspecting the Peoria sites,
and having lunch at the Peoria
House, the Board assembled in
the County Court House.

61

PHOTO:#

WRIGHT
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Simeon Wright opened and read
the various proposals made for
the location of the normal
school .

62

PHOTO:#

SIMEON WRIGHT READING BIDS BEFORE BOARD
CHARACTER READ
"Washington's bid in cash,
land, and buildings is
$20,000. Batavia offers
$45,000 in cash, land, and
buildings.
The city and
county of Peoria offers cash
and land estimated to be worth
$80,000.
The city of
Bloomington and Mclean County
offers cash and land valued at
$141,000."
DISSOLVE TO:

•
63

VIDEO:

LOCAL HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"Charles Hovey could scarcely
believe what he'd just heard.
Bloomington's bid exceeded
Peoria's by $61,000. Puzzled
looks were exchanged around
the room.
Daniel Wilkins, the
location committee member from
Bloomington, sat composed and
happy."
DISSOLVE TO:

•
18

•

63a

PHOTO: # WESLEY SLOAN
NARRATOR(v.o. cont'd)
After an awkward pause, Wesley
Sloan, Board member from
Golconda in Pope county rose
to his feet and proposed a
resolution.
CHARACTER READ
"Be it resolved that the
Normal University be located
in the County of McLean near
Bloomington on the 160 acres
of land which is to be granted
for the construction of the
University . . . the location not
to be final however until the
total amount of the bid was
fully guaranteed."

•

DISSOLVE TO:

64

VIDEO:

LOCAL HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"Hovey immediately moved to
amend the motion: It stated
that if the swamp land
subscriptions were not
underwritten and guaranteed
within sixty days, the
location would be awarded to
Peoria. Both items were
unanimously adopted"

65

PHOTO:#

LEWIS AT TELEGRAPH OFFICE
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Editor Lewis telegraphed home
to the Pantagraph: "Normal
University located at
Bloomington by unanimous
choice of State Board."

•

DISSOLVE TO:

19

•

66

VIDEO:

LOCAL HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"Bloomington was elated and
when Wilkens, Fell, Lewis and
Attorney Swett returned home,
they had little difficulty in
securing guarantors. Eightyfive citizens pledged from
$500 dollars to $5,000 in cash
to build the building.
Another group of citizens
offered individual
subscriptions of cash and land
for the Normal University
fund."
DISSOLVE TO:

•

68

PHOTOS:#

ABRAHAM LINCOLN/DOCUMENT
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Abraham Lincoln, acting as
counsel for the State Board,
drew up the bond guaranteeing
the deeds to the McLean County
land subscription. Finally
things were starting to move
in appropriating funds for the
building of Normal University
DISSOLVE TO:

70

•

PHOTO:#

HORACE MANN
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The next order of business was
choosing a principal. Jesse
Fell and his Bloomington
supporters wanted Horace Mann,
a prominent educator from
Massachusetts, for the job .
DISSOLVE TO:

20

•

71

VIDEO:

IEA HISTORIAN
IEA HISTORIAN
"Fell and Eberhart really
wanted Mann as the principal,
so much in fact that they put
up the the money to guarantee
his salary for five years.
They polled the State Board
and found more than half of
the members were in agreement.
Mann insisted that there be
harmony in the State Board and
that the call be unanimous,
explaining that he was too old
to fight. But objections to
Mann were raised. A member of
the Peoria faction warned
Eberhart "that it was a matter
of political necessity that an
Illinoisan be named to the
position." He told Eberhart
"that since Bloomington got
the school then Peoria should
name the principal and if you
elect that damned abolitionist
Horace Mann, we'll kill him."

•

DISSOLVE TO:
72

PHOTO:#

HORACE MANN
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
When Mann was informed of the
situation, he wired Eberhart,
asking "that he no longer be
considered for the principal
of the Normal University."
DISSOLVE TO:

•
21

•

72A

GRAPHIC:

JUNE 23, 1857 OVER BLACK

73

PHOTO:#

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
When the board met there was
much discussion of hiring an
out-of-state principal who had
experience in the
administration of a normal
school. But in the end they
deferred to those who favored
a local man and made the vote
unanimous.

73A

•

PHOTO:#

HOVEY
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Later that afternoon, Charles
Hovey informed the board he
would accept the office of
Principal of the Normal
University.
DISS OLVE TO:

74

VIDEO:

IEA HISTORIAN
IEA HISTORIAN
"Charles Hovey had been in
Illinois only three years and
had earned a reputation as a
teacher, administrator, and an
editor, to which some of his
contemporaries would have
added politician."
DISSOLVE TO:

75

•

PHOTO:

HOVEY /GLAMOUR SHOT
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Hovey had just turned thirty
and was striking in
appearance, tall and handsome,
with wavy dark chestnut hair
and quick piercing eyes. He
spoke with ease and made
friends readily. The new
principal took up his work
with high hopes and
determination.

22

•

76

PHOTO:

HOVEY
CHARACTER READ
"A Normal School signifies a
school where the principles of
teaching are taught, and where
the art of teaching is
exemplified in practice.
Education must be moral as
well as physical or
intellectual. The heart must
be cared for as well as the
mind and body."
DISSOLVE TO:

•

77

GRAPHIC:

AUGUST 22. 1857 OVER BLACK

78

PHOTO:#

ARCHITECTS AT SITE
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Architect, Gurdon P. Randall,
presented plans for the normal
school building.

79

PHOTO: #

JESSE FELL IN GROUP OF MEN
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Jesse Fell's dream was coming
true.

80

PHOTO:#

SITE BUILDING PLANS
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The contractors, Soper and
Mortimer, and the building
comrnitee decided the new
building would occupy the
north end of Joseph Payne's
and Meshack Pike's sixty acre
cornfield near the Junction.

81

•

PHOTO:#

JESSE FELL DIGGING
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Late in the afternoon Jesse
Fell returned with a pick and
shovel and lifted the first
cubic yard of earth from the
site.

23

•

82

GRAPHIC:

CORNERSTONE LAYING CEREMONY
SEPTEMBER 29, 1857 OVER BLACK

83

PHOTO:#

CORNERSTONE LAYING CEREMONY
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
The cornerstone was laid in
the southeast corner of the
new foundation. Principal
Hovey spoke and promised that
the building would be
completed in a year.

84

PHOTO:#

LAYING IN TIME CAPSULE
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Fell was among those taking
part in the ceremony. He
deposited in a 12 by 12 by 6
inch time capsule a list of
those who had contributed to
the institution and then spoke
briefly to those assembled.

•
85

PHOTO:#

JESSE FELL
CHARACTER READ
"I can't stress enough the
importance of free public
education and the great need
of the state for teachers that
this institution will provide.
I hope that Illinois State
Normal University will develop
into an institution of wider
scope than an ordinary normal
school. I envision a
University with an
agricultural school and a
model farm as well as a model
school to educate those who
desire it."

•
24

•

86

GRAPHI C :

October 5, 1857 OVER BLACK
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PHOTO:#

MAJORS HALL
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Normal University opened in
Majors Hall. It was a rented
third floor over a general
store at the corner of Front
and East Streets in downtown
Bloomington.
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PHOTO:#

STUDENTS IN CLASS
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Principal Hovey reported that
by the end of the first week
43 students had enrolled.
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•

DECEMBER, 1857
CONSTRUCTION OF OLD MAIN
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
Suddenly, all construction
activity on the new building
stopped. A financial panic was
sweeping the nation.
DISSOLVE TO:
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VIDEO

LOCAL HISTORIAN
LOCAL HISTORIAN
"The financial depression of
1857 was at hand. There were
numerous bank failures,
massive unemployment and no
market for land. The
contractors became weary when
the first payment of $14,000
could not be met and abandoned
the project. The matter
rested for two years but by
June of 1859 Principal Hovey
had managed to borrow enough
money on his own signature as
well as Fell's and Charles
Holder's to get construction
going again."
DISSOLVE TO:
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JUNE, 1860

93

PHOTO:#

FIRST GRADUATING CLASS
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
On a warm June afternoon, one
year later, a class of ten was
graduated.
Commencement
ceremonies were held in the
assembly room of the new
building which came to be
known as Old Main.
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PHOTOS:#

OLD MAIN MONTAGE
NARRATOR (v.o. cont'd)
What began as a flag pole in
the middle of a corn field,
Illinois State has continually
increased in influence and
reputation. The University
has been nourished by the
state, guided by wise hands
and administered by devoted
generous hearts. The
aspirations of the founding
fathers and their successors
continue to be fulfilled
today.
FADE TO BLACK
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ISU - - RAYFIELD
"The Board of Education met in
Springfield. Sealed bids had
been received from Peoria,
Bloomington, and Washington.
However, it was decided not to
open the bids until another
inspection was made of the
proposed sites."
Proceedings of the Board of Education

pp 5-7.

ISU - - RAYFIELD
"Charles Hovey could scarcely
believe what he'd just heard.
Bloomington's bid exceeded
Peoria's by $61,000. Puzzled
looks were exchanged around
the room.
Daniel Wilkins, the
location committee member from
Bloomington, sat composed and
happy."
Daily Pantagraph, May 12, 1857
ISU - - RAYFIELD
"Hovey immediately moved to
amend the motion: It stated
that if the swamp land
subscriptions were not
underwritten and guaranteed
within sixty days, the
location would be awarded to
Peoria. Both items were
unanimously adopted"
Procedings of the Board of Education, May 7, 1857, pg. 7.

